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To His GRACE the 


Duke of OR MO ND. 


My LORD, 


Humbly beg Pardon for the Preſumption of 
| this Addreſs, it commg from one who has no- 
thing to qualifie himſelf for ſuch an Honour, but 
the undeſerv'd, yet greatly eſteem'd, Favour of 
leing admitted to the Title of one of Your 
GRAC Es Chaplains. The following Diſcourſe 
having met with ſome Approbation from the Cler 
of our Dioceſs, (before whom it was firſt deli- 
wr'd,) emboldens me to preſix it to Tour GRACE's 
llyftoious and Auſpicious Name. And I the rather 
flatter myſelf with the Hopes of obtaming Tour 
GRACE's Favour and Protection, becauſe it is 
the Rights, the Honour, amd the Dignity of the 
Eftabliſh'd Church, and conjequently of the 
Crown too, which I here endeavour to defend 
| and maintain againſt all Sectaries and Republi- 
cans whatſoever. 
| For Your GRACE has always appear d ſo re 
I markably firm and ſteddy to the Intereſt of the 
Church, as well as of the Crown, that as an 
| Emment Inſtance of it, the Famous and Flouriſbing 
E Univerſity of Oxford long ago thought Tour 
RACE moſt worthy to be Her Patron and Pro- 
tector, and has ever ſince efteem'd herſelf moſt 
pappy 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


happy under Your gracious Government, as her 
moſt Illuſtrious Chancellor. Likewiſe Her Moe 
Sacred Majeſty, as a mojt diſtinguiſhing Mark 
of Your GRACE's Loyalty, as well as Courage, 


onduct, and other great Abilities, and alſo of 


Her own great Wil dom and Penetration, has 
now, in the moſt difficult and critical Functure, 
given Tou the Honour of that Command, and that 
Sword which is to complete the Glory of the 
BritiſhArms, to finiſh a Tedious and Bloody War, 
to bring à Safe and Honourable Peace to thi 
Part of the Chriſtian World, and to ſecure t0 
Her Britannick Majeſty the Glory of effe(ting 
ſo great a Bleſſing. | 

And as Tour GRACE is thus ſignally and 
deſervedly diftingujh'd by the higheſt Honours 
that can be conferr'd either in Church or State, 
ſo that Your G RACE may long move and con- 
tinue in thoſe high Spheres of Truſt and Power 
for the Defence of them both; as it is the con- 
ftant and ſincere Deſire of all Orthodox, Loyal 
and True Engliſhmen x ſo it is no leſs the hearty 


Wiſh of him, who with all poſſible Reſpect will 


always remain, 


My Lord, 
Your GRACE's moſt Obedient 
And moſt Humble Servant, 


DANIEL LAFITE 
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SERMON 
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CHICHESTER 


R O M. X. U 3. 
And how ſhall they Preach, except 
they be Sent r 


'The Context runs thus, 


But how ſhall they call on him, in whom they 
have not believed? And how ſhall they 
believe in him, of whom they have not 
heard? And how ſhall they hear, without 4 
Peacher? And how ſhall they Preach, 
except they be Sent? | 


N the Verſe immediately going before, the Apoſtle 

having laid this down as the Firſt and Chief Prin- 

. Ciple of the Goſpel, that Fhoſoever ſhall call on the 

Wane of the Lord, ( that is, on the Lord Jeſus ) ſhall be 
B * 


av'd ; 


69] 


ſar'd ; proceeds next to reckon up by what ſeveral Steps 


o be del, 
with Or 


| =_ What 
and Degrees Men may be . t to call upon Him hid 2 
namely, Faith, Hearing, Freaching; and last of all Wil d iron 
he names Ordination ot a Miniſtry, or a Miſfon 9 che A 
Preachers, as the firſt and moſt neceſſary Step belong In 
ing to this whole Work, or Spiritual Structure, andi catirute 
places it at the loweſt End of his gradual Enume-Y i in the 
ration, as being, according to the Nature of che lar 
Thing, and God's Inſtitution, the Firft Foundation, ; ' In don 
as of the Chriſtian Church, ſo of that Salvation on tho 
which is to be obtain'd in it by Chriſt ; for tho' hö- ir ſo fit 
ſoever ſhall call on the Name of the Lord ſhall þ WE Ir: cligiou 
ſaved ; yet it follows, but how ſhall they call on bin 8 wer t 
in whom they have not believed * And bow ſhall they the þ 
believe in him, of whom they have not heard? And hw Prple to 
ſhall they bear without a Preacher ? And bow ſhall 10% Erla 
Preach, except they be Sent? „n + 
And thus from the Meaning and Import of both the The” £ 
Text and the Context; and likewiſe from this Con- $xramen; 
catenation, and indiſſoluble Chain of Goſpel- Principles. Religio 
and particularly from that Order the Apdfle hat 12, 4 
obſerv'd in ſetting them down in this and the fote e M4; 
going Verſes, we may very rationally, and naturally, ang + 
draw this Inference or Concluſion, that a Miſſion oo tic, 
Preachers ir one of the Fundamentals of the Chriſtias Peat dea 
Religion, and from thence I ſhall therefore take Occa e. ma 
ſion to ſhew the abſolute Neceſſity there is to conti ales 
nue it in the Church. RE Ancient 
Now the Neceſſity of doing this will be made toil n; next 
appear from this particular Conſideration. 51. Fe- Auurchy 2 
cauſe without a AMiſion, that is, without a Right eng tha 
and truly Legal Miſſion, according to the Appointmeng that whe 
and Inttitution of God, and the Orcers of his Wal Pon 
Church, conformable to his own Inſtitutions, 1 agines . 
Man is, or can be, Authoriz'd to perform any Mi Me Foun 
niſterial Act of Religion; which is the Keaton urch, 
the Text, How ſhall they Preach, except they be u e the St⸗ 
that is, duly and legally ſent, as the Word in the 9 Nldees 
ginal, which we have rendred to be Sent, (ufhcient With. or 


implies; for & , according to its comme 
Acceptation in the Holy Scripture, properly fig 


630 
o he delegated, to be ſent as Ambaſſadors inveſted 
with Orders and Authority. | 


| Step what 1 Deſign upon this Subject, (as I have 
Hime hint:d already) is farther to contirm, as briefl 
of all a drongly as I can, the Docłrine here laid down 
ron of by the Apottle, viz. 

belong That Divine Miſton is of an abſolute Neceſſity to 
re, and il Cnftituete a lamful Miniſtry ; and that no Man ought to 
mume- ne Chriſtian Church as a Prieſt of God, but by a 
of theY urticular Authority from God himſelf. 

ndation In doing of which I ſhall have a particular Eye 
vation won thoſe Two great Republican Doctrines, which 
10" w- irc fo ſtifly maintain'd in this Wicked, Prophane, and 
fall be tncligious Age, and ſhall attempt a ſhort, but full, 


on bin 
}all they 4 
Ind oe 
1all they 


Anſwer to them. 

The Firſt of which is, That it belongs only to the 
People to Appoint, Commiſſion and Order Minifters, and 
Elefruſtical Perſons, and that they derive their Sole Au- 
thrity from the People only, 


both the = The Second is, That to Preach, to Adminiſter the 
his Coe Sxrraments, and to Perform all orber Miniſterial Offices 
rinciples n keligion, is a Priviledge belonging indiffcrently 0 the 
le hath Lity, ar well as to the Clergy, to the People, as well as 
he fote ge Miniſter, | 
aturallyg And thele Two Eraſtian, Democratical, and truly 
fon o Licntious Principles, have been of late Years with a 
Chris dt deal of Spite and Inſolence boldly and pub- 
abe Occa i nnintain'd, with a Conceit ( as thoſe notorious 
o cot kowblican Writers fondly imagine) to overthrow our 
Ancient Conſtitution, by bringing firſt the ure 
made next the State, into a Democracy, and then to 
vz. Be- Aarchy and Confuſion. And in Truth there is no- 
d a Ri2nt i thing that they have ſaid againſt the Eceleſiaſtical, but 
imme hit when Time ſerves they will ſay againſt the 
of l al Power; for it is plain that they level all their 
monk Engines equally againſt both, and endeavour to Sap 
n e Foundations of Religion, and_undermine the 
Ren Church, only that they may more ſucceſsfully blow 
| be 0 in the State, and by defiroying the Rights and Pri- 
1 the f Hedges of the Miter, may more effeQually overturn 
ROY ole of the Crown, And firſt take away the Di- 
s COMMU 


ly figninty 
c 


B 2 ſtinction 


11 


ſtinction betwixt Clergy and Laity, and then bet wine 
Prince and People, and allow God to have no Miniſter; 
either in Church or State, but thoſe ef their own 
Making; which is a Principle fo Wicked and Unchri- 


ſtian, and a Deſigu ſo Miſchievous, and of iuch fatal! 
Conſequence, both to Religion, and the State too, | 


that I flatter mylelf that any Attempt to ſtop ſo ercat 


a Miſchief will be acceptable to every good Chriliian,f 


and good Subjcct. 


To begin then, I am to Diſcourſe firſt of the Neceſ-$ 
fity of a Divine Miſſion to conſtitute a lawful Miniſtry ; | 
in Anſwer to the Firſt Republican Principl-, That #4 
belongs only tothe People to Appoint, Commiſſion and Order 
Miniſters, and kcclefraftical Perſons, and that they derive! 


their ſole Authority from them. 


And tilt of all I ſhall obſerve, that almoſt every] 
Thing in Nature hath its Counterfeit and Difguile ;} 
as there is a True and Legal, ſo likewiſe there is 4 Falſe] 
Now the Legality of a Miſſun de- 
pends upon the Legality of the Power and Autiort-] 
ty trom whence it is detiv'd. The Repablican and! 
Democratical Men aflert. that the Right and Power! 
of Million is lodg'd only in the People, it being ( tol 
uſe te fame Expretlions of the Author of the Rights] 
of the Chriſtian Church) An Tiberent Fundamental 
Fight belovgnvig to all Communitzes, Whercas we, 28 
cording to the Principles of our Church, maintalin 


and Illegal, Miſſion. 


that Chriſt committed that tight or Pur to the 
Bijl-ops, as Patiors and Governors of the Chuicl, 
Let us now examine which ot theſe Two Opinions 
is mott conſonant and agreeable, Firlt, to the 4. 
erring Word of God, and Secondly, to the ccf 
Prattice of the Church, | 

Firlt, To the uncrring, infallible Word of God; t1s 
from th:nce we l-arn, that Chriſt is the Head of the 
Church, and that all Power of Church-Governimet 
is Originally in him; all Power, faith he, 7s geen 419 
me, Mat. 28. 18. And the Prophet /i had long 
before tpoke of it much to the ſame Purpoic, (C. 


9. 6.) from whence 1 ſhall thus argue. 
It 
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(5) 


I all Power of Church Government be originally 
in Chritt, how ſhall any Part of it be deriv'd from 
Chriſt, eicher to the People, or to the Church Officers, 
unleſs it be done by ſome proper intcrvening Medium 
or Mean between Chriti and his Vicegerents, or Sub- 
ſtitutes, whoſozver they be? And what Medium or 
Mean of Conveyance can be deen''d lawlul and ſuffi- 


* clent to transfer this Power. except it doth amount 


to an Authentick Grant or Commiſſion 5 And that the 
Apoltles and their Succeliors had tuch a Cra or Com- 
miſſim is evident from thete Texts of Scripture, 
Thou art Peter, and I give theethe Keys of the King- 
dim of Heaven. (Matt. 16. 18, 19.) I batſoever ye 
ſhall bind en Earth, (ball be bound in Heaven; and hat- 
ſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, hail be looſed in Heaven, 
(Mitt, 18. 18.) Hhoſoever Sins ye remit, they are remit- 
ted unto them; and whoſoever Sins ye retain, they are 
retained, (John 20. 23.) ds my 4 ater ſent me, ſo 
ſend I you, (John 20, 21.) Feed my Sheep, (John 21. 
16.) Preach, Baptize, (Matt. 28. 19,) Do this in Re- 
membrance of me, (Luke 22. 19.) Cur Power, (E ESdia) 
which the Lord bath given us for Edification, GC 
(2 Cor. 10. 8.) which Places of Scripture do not only 
contain in exprets Words a poſitive Grant or Commiſ- 
fm, but having the Force of a Poſitive Law, or Di- 
vive lunitution, may be very properly term'd our 
Legal, Authentick, Eccleſiaſtical, Charter, a Charter that 
was never revok d. Now let the Advocates for the 
Popular Power produce (it they Call) any plain Text 
of Scripture, that expreſly, or by infallible Conſe- 
quence, contains, on their Behalf, any ſuch Charter, 
Urant or Commiſſion. 

And to ſhew that this Commiſſion was not meerly 
Perſonal to the Apoltles, our Saviour promiſes to be 
with them and their Succeſſors in the Execution of 
this Commiſſion, even unto the End of the World, 
(Matt, 25. 20.) This Promiſe was made, not to all 
Chriftians in genera), but only to thoſe whom Chrilt 
impower'd and commiſſio ned to Teach and Baptize 
in his Name, as the Words themſelves, and the Oc- 
calion of ſpeaking them, evidently ſhew ,; and it con- 


fins a full and plain Declaration of our Lord's Inte n- 
tion 


tion, that they ſhould always be ſucceeded by others 
in the ſame Office. This Promiſe then mult needs be 
fo underſtood, as to be given not only to the Perſons 
of the Apoſtles then preſent, but to all that ſhould 
ſucceed them in that Office to the End of the World : 
His being with them till the Vorld' End can imply 
no lefs, fince the Apoſties were Mortal as well as other 
Men, and every one of them died ſome few Years af. 
ter this extenſive Promiſe was made : him- 
ſelf liv'd but Three ſoore and Eight Years after Chriſt, 
which Promiſe conſequently could not be underſtood 
of the Perſons of the Apoſtles, and could no other 
Way be fultilled, but by our Lord's being with their 
Succeſſors, in the Execution of the Goſpel-Miniſtry, 
always unto the End of theWorld, Beiides, all Commi|. 
ftons being in their own Nature excluſive of all, except 
thoſe to whom the Gommithon is granted, from 
thence it neceſſarily follows, that this Commiſſion can 
deſcend only to thoſe who are the Succeſſors of the 
Apotlles, and thoſe to whom they ſhall commit it. 
2dly,z Let us paſs to the next Argument, and con- 
fider what hath been the conſtant and univerſal Praclice 
in the Apoſtolical ſucceeding Ages even to this Time, As 
ſoon as the Apoſtles had been commiſhon'd themſelves, 
and found it neceſſary for the Good and Welfare of 
the Church, they immediately ordain'd both biſ-ops 
and Presbyters, Biſhops to be their Succeſſors in the 
Government of the Church, and whom they plac'd 
and ſettled in ſeveral Nations and Countries; and 
Presbyters to be their Aſſiſtants, and whom they fix d 
and limicted to particular Cities and Towns, to the 
End, that every part icular Church might be continu- 
ally waited on, and have a conftant Attendance ; 
for that Cauſe St. Paul left Titus in Crete, that be 
ſhowld ſet in Order the Things that were wanting, and or- 
dain Elders in every City, (Titus 1. 5.) But in pro- 
pagating and transferring their Miſſion to others, they 
acted independently of the People, only by Vertu? of 
that Power Chriſt had conveyed to them. And tho 
St. Paul mentions a Company that were met together 
at the Election of Timethy, nevertheleſs the Apolile 


himſelf was the Ordainer, (2 Tim, 1.6.) And - on 
| 


(7) 


Sixth Chapter of the As, at the Ordination of the 
Seven Firlt Deacons we read of, tho' the whole Num- 
ber of the Diſciples were appointed to chuſe out fit 
Men for that Office, as being beſt acquainted with the 
Zeal and Piety, the Prudence and Charity, and other 
Abilities, of thoſe they often convers'd with, and tho? 
they were preſent at their Solemn Deſignation to that 
Ofhce, yet the Apoſtles only Ordain'd and laid Hands 
on them, (Act. 6. 6.) It was not the Peoples Choice, 
but the Apoſtolical Power and Authority, that gave 
them their Commiſſion to that Office. And St. Ste- 
phen's great Gifts of working Wonders and Miracles, 
&e, did not follow upon the Peoples Election, but the 
Apoſtolical Ordination, (Act. 6. 8.) 

And as for thoſe Biſhops whom the Apoſtles ordain- 
ed to be their Succeſſors, ſuch as were Epaphroditus, 
Biſhop of Philippi, Timothy, Biſhop of Epheſus, and 
Titus, Biſhop of Crete, theſc likewiſe, whenever the 
Neceſſities of the Church required it, ordain'd other 
Biſhops and Presbyters, thus transferring their Com- 
miſſion upon others, and theſe upon others, even to this 
Day. But whenever the Firſt Biſhops, or Secondary 
Ajofiles, deriv'd or convey'd their Miſſion to others, 
they did it without any Manner of Dependency upon 
the People; nay, they are not io much as once directed 
to ask the Conſent of any other Perſon whatever, but 
for any Thing which appears to the contrary, all was 
left to their Judgment, and they acted by the Sole 
Power, Chriſt and his Apoſtles had inveſted them 
with, And whereas we have in the New Teſtament 
many Precedents of Biſhops and Presbyters who re- 
eciv'd their Orders and Miſſion from the Apoſtles, and 
their immediate Succeſſors, yet we cannot meet in the 
whole Bible with any one Inſtance, either of a Biſhop 
or a Presbyter, no, not {0 much as of a ſingle Deacon, 
ordain'd by the People. . 

And if from what is recorded in the Holy Scripture 
we deſcend to the Records of the Eceleſiaſtical Writers, 
particularly to Exſebins, a Writer of very great Inte- 
grity, and who hath convey'd to us the Lineal Succeſ- 
lion of Biſhops from the Apoſtles in no leſs than Four 
particular Churches, ſuch as Jeruſalem, Rome, _ 


(5) 


and Alexandria, we ſhall ſoon be convinc'd that this 
Faithful Hiſtorian takes Notice how the Presbytcys 
receiv'd conſtantly their Ordination from the Biſhop, 
as a peculiar Priviledge to that Holy Order, aud how 
thoſe Biſhops that tucceed-d in any one of theſe Four 
Sees were conſtan ly conſecrated by the Surviving and 
Neighbouring Biſhops, He tells us, * that when Nur 
ciſſrs, Bilhop of Jeruſalem, withdrew himſelf, the 

eighbouring Biſhops came together, and ordained 
Dius, Cc. But he doth not bring any one Inſtance of 
a Biſhop, Presbyter or Deacon, ordain'd by the pretended 
Popm/ar Power, And ſeeing that this hath bun the 
conttant Practice of the Churches of Jeruſalem, Rome 
Antioch, and Alexandria, tis very reaſonable to judgę 
of the Practice of thoſe Churches that were not 
known. by thoſe that were, 

And if, beſides Euſebius, we conſult the reſt of the 
Ecclclialtical Writers, Ancient and Modern, both 
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thoſe that liv'd in the Firſt Centuries, and have gi. Holy Th 
ven us a Faithful Account of the Practice of the Pri— Apart © 
mitive Ages in this Particular; and alſo thoſe that And here 
liv'd in the lait Ages of the Church, and have brought Nous, Sec 
down their Relation ſo low as the beginning of Whraking 
the Sixteenth Century, we ſhall not mect in cheir t to th 
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Writings with one Argument or Preccdent that 
in the l-aft favours the Popular and Repuolican 
Miſion, but they all ſpeak as plain, and at Ig, in 
Favour of that Divine and Apoſtolical Miſſion, 
(which was firſt ſettled by Chriſt himfelt in his 
Church, continued and handed down by his Apotiles, 
and afterwards firmly eſtabliſh'd by the Canons ot 
the Church in every Age.) as the Scriptures, or the 
Canons of our Church, do. 

I grant it was very early when the People began 
to bear a great Sway, particularly in the Elections ol 
Biſhops, and that they were for a confiderable Time 
conniv'd at, and ſuffer'd to ſhew their Affedion ct 
Aver ſion, their Deſire or Diſlike, of the Party which 

was 


On — — | 2 


* Euſeb. lib. 6. cap. 10. 
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(9) 4h 
18 to be choſen. But here I ſhall obſerve theſs 
ſyeral Things, that #hzs was an uſurp'd Liberty, the 
P.yple having no juſtifiable Warrant for it; and that 
this Popular Liberty, whenever ſuffer'd or conniy'd 
a, was uſually attended with a great many Inconve- 
nizncies, and was the Occaſion of many Tumulte, 
Trazedies and Schiſms, in the Church, of which there 
a leveral Inſtances, as in the Elections of St. Chrifo- 
fm, Biſhop of Conſtantinople, and of Damaſus, Bi- 
hop of Rome. But yet whatever Right the People 
pretend to in the Election of their Biſhops, they 
never pretended to Ordain or Conſecrate them to that 


Scred Office, or that the Call to the Miniſtry, or 


their Right to Exerciſe that High and Holy Function 
inthe Church of God, depended upon their Autho- 
nity, or that they had any Power to confer Holy 
Orders upon any of thoſe that in the loweſt Station 
waited at the Altar of God, and miniſtred to him in 
Holy Things, much leſs that they had Power to fer 
Apart or Conſecrate Perſons to the Epiſcopate, 
And here I hall farther obſerve, that in thoſe Muti- 
nous, Seditious, and Popular Aſſemblies we are now 
ſpeaking of, the Choice of the Candidates was never 
it to the Votes of the People, but always carried, 
and finally determin'd, by the Suffrages of the Sacred 
College of Presbyters, and the Perſon Elected con- 
ſantly ſubmitted to the Approbation and Conlecrati- 
on of the Biſhops. 

And as for the Ordination of Presbyters, tho I 
grant likewiſe, that according to the Ancient Practice 
of the Church it was conttantly perform d præſente & 
tente Plebe, yet I take theſe Expreſſions to ſignifie 
0 more than this, that Holy Orders were not con- 


er d in a Corner, but in the Preſence of the People, 


1 open Aſſemblies and Congregations of Chriſtians. 
ind that the People were Aſiſtants in it by their 


United and Publick Prayers and Faſtings, which have 
Ways been eſteemd an admirable Method to pro- 


ur God's Favour and Bleſſing upon ſuch Occaſions. 
ind this was, and is ſtill, the proper Buſineſs of 
lvate Perſons in ſuch Caſes. Tis true, the People 


ad, beſides the Ad vantage and Liberty of making 
+ their 
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their Obje&ions, if they had any Thing to offer, 
againſt the Candidates for Holy Orders, a Priyi. 
ledge which the Ancient Church always allow'd, 
and hath »lways been very much encourazd by the 
Church * of Erglaud. But as for the Power cf 
Miſſion, and conterring of Orders, it hath always 
been confin'd and limited to Biſhops. And this hath 
been not only the avouch d Opinion of the Ancient 
Fathers of the Church, but even of ſeveral of tho 
Writers, both Ancient and Modern, who endeavour 
their utmoſt to ſhorten Epiſcopacy of its Antiquity, and 
to leſſen its Prerogatives ; ſuch as + St. Jerome again 
the Ancient, and Salmeſius, Blundel and Daille', amongi 
the Modern, for even theſe have all unanimouſly 
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and freely own'd, that ſince Epiſcopacy was firſt «iz- WMConfutat 
bliſh*d in the Church, the Power of Ordination belong d un vato! 
to the Biſhop. erous D 
And this Opinion, as well as Practice, did generally Chap. 5 
obtain in all the Parts of the Chriſtian World, ad thee, 
in all Ages of the Church, till the Year 1524, or, ac- here is 
cording to Heylyn, 1533, when Store and Stubner, the Il the Re 
Two Ringleaders of a lawleſs Crew of Anabaptiſ, Ne a F 
that ſprung up in Upper Germany, did then begin to an, ch 
Preach and Publiſh this Republican Popular Ain. Wilklves, an 
And that thoſe wild and unruly Anabaptiſts had very Which in 
wrong Notions of both Loyalty and Religion, is WWiike, F. 
evident from what is related of them in NVeydaus al o. 
Eccleſiaſtical Commentaries *; ſo that we need not s Cat 
envy any Man the Company of thofe branded Rebels, ere, al 
and ftigmatiz'd Hereticks, equally refractory and di- Thus f. 
obedient to the Laws of God, and of their own Whit is, 


Country. hrilt an 

And here ] beg Leave to ask, what Men of Ingenue the A 
ity, except our Republicans, who yet at the ſame Tune Wy/and, 
icoft at the Character of Men being credulous and calic Winiwer et 
of Belief, would ever have believ'd that thoſe Incon- ir Mi 
hderable, IIliterate, and Antimonarchical Anabapti/is, WE Second 
thould have at laſt diſcover'd and found out a Funda- WM) there ; 
mental Principle, or Right of the Chriſtian Church, which Wy to t 

had What to 

— | ———— 8: th 

See our Form of Ordination. + Epiſt. ad Evang. 
Ses the 16th Bookof Sleydan ? Commentaries, 
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Privi. had been unknown to the Catholick Church for a- 
low'd, bore Fifteen Hundred Years. 
by the Beſides, no ſatisfactory Reaſon can be given, why 
wer of ber, that livd at the Time this new Ditcovery 
always Noise made, nor Calvin, that appeared ſoon after, 
is hath (when either of theſe Two certainly were as great 
Ancient Mticklers for the Rights of the Chriſtian Church, as our 
f thoſe Nu Afſerter of Rights can pretend to be, and even 


avourd he latter was by no means Partial on the Side of Epi- 
ity, and Ny Ordination, ) yet neither of them, nor any one 
againſt Mor the Proteftant Reformers at Home or Abroad, ever 
umongit Wſmbraced, but rather publickly oppos d, this Repub- 
imouſly ian Principle; niy, Luther himſelf wiote a Book in 
[rſt elia- WMConfutation of this nzw Opinion; fo that to theſe 
zelongd in vators and Favourers of this pernicious and dan- 
yrous Doctrine, we? may ſay, as Eimpbat to Job, 
encrally Chap. 5. 1.) Call now, if there be any that will! An- 
d, and Wir thee, and to which of the Saints wilt then Fetreric ? 
or, ac- here is any ſuch Precedent in all the A cient, or in 
ner, the l the Reformed. Churches? The Ifrac/ztes would 
baptiſt: Wave a King as all other Nations; but on the con- 
zegin to ia, theſe Republicans are fond of, value tem- 
* Miſun, Wives, and grow conceited upon their Singalavnuv, 
14d very Which in Matters of Religion is a very dangerous Wi- 
gion, is ae. For Singularity as well as Novelty is Diame- 
Sleydai's Niaally oppoſite to this approv'd Rule, * That i fo he 
ed not N Catholick Verity, which hath been belzey d every. 
{ Rebels, Nee, always, and by all. 
and di- Thus far concerning the Neceſſity of a Divine Miſſion, 
cir own Wat is, a Miſſion according to the Intiiturion k 
hrilt and his Apoſtles, and the Cuſtoms and Canuns 
Ingenve te Ancient Church, and the Preſent Church of 
ne Tune Nana, in order to continue a lawful Miniſtry, in 
and calic {W\niwer to thoſe that lodge the Right and Power of 
e Incon- ur Mifecn only in the 4. I proceed to the 
abaptiſi, ¶ Second Thing I propos'd, viz. to ſh:w the Neceſ- 
Funda- WF) there is of the ſame Divine Miſſion, by Way of Re- 
„ which Wy to the Second Republican Principle, namely, 
had tat to Adminifter in Holy Things, particularly 10 
——— '::- the Goſpel, is a Priviledge belonging indifferently #0 
4 Evang. 6 C2 tbe 


— 
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* Yincentius lyrinenſis contra hæreſin, Cap. 3. 
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the Laity, as well as to the Clergy, to the People, a; ell 
as to the Miniſter, 

There are ſeveral Arguments I might produce t 
prove the Reaſonableneſs of ſetting apart a diltin& 
Order of Men to wait on the Altar of God, and to 
miniſter before him in Holy Things, and the Nec 
there is of a Divine Miſſion, in Order to give them 


Power and Authority to execute thoſe Sacred Offices, | 


But I ſhall rather chuſe to prove, that in Fad it al- 
ly is, and always hath been, ſo. And that no Man 
can poſſibly deſtroy the Prieſthood, by laying a1 
Things in common, but that he muſt at once d-(iroy 
the whole Chriſtian Religion, and that Revelation 
alſo upon which it is founded. The one being every 
Jot as clear as the other, and as plain all along, that 
God appointed a diſtinct Order of Men to execute 
the Prieſt's Office, as that he revealed any other Part 
of his Vill to the World. For, : 

Firſt, If you read over all the Writings of Moſes, 
and thoſe of the Prophets, you ſhall not meet with any 
one Inſtance of any one Perſon authoriz'd to be a Pub- 
lick Minifter of Religion till they were really and 
plainly call'd to it, either immediately by God him- 
ſelf, or by thoſe whom in a particular Manner were 
impower'd and commiſſion d to do it. And when— 
ever any Pragmatical Intruder did preſume to Act, or 
Officiate as a Prophet, or as a Prieſt, he was excnpla- 
raly puniſh'd for it; and that for this very Reaſon, 
becauſe he acted without a Miflion, without bring 
ſent ; Jerem. 14. 15. Thus ſaith the Lord concerning tle 
Prophets that Propheſie in my Name, and I ſent them nt 


therefore by Sword and Famine ſhall thoſe Prophets be 


conſum d. And for a like Proof taken from the Pu 
niſhment inflicted upon Intruders into the Priclt' 
Office, I ſhall not here mention the Examples of 
Corah and his Aſſociates, nor that of UVzzah, nol 
that of the Fifty Thouſand Men of Betbþ-Shemeh, bu 
ſhall produce Precedents of Men in a higher Station 
ſuch as were the Kings of Judah; and tho' Kings b 
truly, as they are ſtil'd, in our Laws Perſonæ mixte 
and ſo 8 only Order, but Act, in Eecleſiaſtic 
aud Civil Matters, yet whenever the Kings of Judd 
enter 
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enter'd upon any Thing that was Part of the Prieſt's 
Office, they heard of it, and very ſeverely too, as 
King Saul, for offering a Burnt oftering, ( 1 Sam, 13. 
1.) and King Vzz!/ah, for attempting to burn In- 
cerfle, (2 Chron, 26, 16.) for thy they were not put 
to Death according to the Rigour ot the Law, ( Nam. 
3. 10.) yet the Firſt was not ettabliſh'd in the Go- 
vernment, and the Secoud by a Levitical Pollution 
was diſabled from it. 

Againſt this it hath been, and is ſtill, commonly 
objected, that under the Law was a Prieſthood, but 
the Thing now in Diſpute is a Miniſtry, 

I Anſwer, why ſhould we quarrel about Words, 
and ſtand upon Titles, when the Apoſtle doth not? 
For in 2 Cor. 3. 7,8, 9. he calls the Prieſts of the 
Law Miniſters, and their Office a Miniſtratzon ; and 
likewiſe in 1 Cor, 9. 13. he plainly intimates, 
that the Miniſters of the Goſpel may very properly 
aſſume the Name of Prieſts ; and agreeably to this the 
Ancient Fathers in their Writings, when they ſpeak 
of the Gotpel-Miniſtry, uſually call it Sacerdotium, a 
Prleſthood, and the Miniſters Sacerdotes, Prieſts. 
And co put this beyond any manner of Exception, 
God himſelf calls the Minitters of the New Teſta- 
ment by the Legal Names of Prieſts and Levites : 
for in 1ſaiah, (Chap. 66. 22.) foretelling that the 
Gentiles ſhould become an Holy Church, which are 
the Words in the Contents of the Chapter, he faith, 
That he will take of the Gentiles, and make them Prieſts 
and Levites for himſelf. And to this Place of the 
3 Iſaiah anſwers that of Jeremiah 33. 17, 
18. 

Again, tis obſervable, that when the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of the Aaronick Prieſthood, he doth not ſay 
that it was diſannulled, but only that a Change was 
ax of it, Heb. 7. 12. From whence I ſhall ob- 
erve, | | | 

That tho' the Jewiſh and the Chriſtian Prieſthood 
differ'd as to their different Succeflion and Deſigna- 
tion; as likewiſe in Matters of Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, and particularly in what related to their Forms 


and Circumſtances of Worſhip, yet as to the Wo 
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as to the Life, Eſſence, and Subſtance, of it, in that 
which conſtituted the Office and Fundlion of the 
Priefthood, they were both of them the ſame, being 
both qually inſtituted for the ſame End, viz, th: 
Publick Worihip and Service of God, For tho' the Le. 
vitick Adminiſtration of the Covenant was to expire, 
and to be diſannulled, yet the Covenant itfelt was not, 
but was an Everlaſting Covenant, as we read, Ferom, 
30. 40. and Gal. 3. 17, And tho the Apotile faith, 
that Aaron's Frieſthood was to determine, and to 
ceaſe, yet this is to be underſtood of the Outward 
and Cerimonial, and of the Aaronical Order, and 
not of the - Prieſthood itſelt, nor of any Cat 
and Subſt mmtial Part of it; for in the latter Senſe it 
was an Everlatiing Pri-f#>oo4, that is, the Huncl inn. 
the 1:p/oyment, the Office itſelf, was Everlaſting, and 
to be coMtinned in the Tribe of Aaron for a Time, 
and att-rwards to be, not diſanaxl?Pd, but transferr'd 
in the Perſon of our Saviour into the Tribe of . 
dab, and Order of Melchiſedeck, according to what 
God had promis'd, and even atteſted with an Ot», 
Heb. 7.20, 21. and from whom it is derived and de- 
ſcended upon the Miniſters and Preachers of the Goſ- 
pel, and where it is now, and ſhall continue to be to 
the World's End. I have obſerv'd this, and inſiſted 
the longer upon it, to ſhew that our arguing trom the 
Prieſt hond under the Law, to this under the Goſpel, is 
not fo incongruous, but more concluſive than our 
Adverſaries would have it, ſeeing that the Office it- 


felt is ſtill the fame in the Eſſential Parts of it; 0 


Chriſtian Prieſts are taken from among Men, as the 
Jewiſh Miniſters were, and, like them, are ordain'd by 
Men to miniſter for them in Things pertaining 10 Ga, 
and ſo have the ſame common Office and Miniſtry, 
tho not the ſame Rites, and Ceremonies, and Forme, 
of Worlhip. | | 
From what hath been obſerv'd out of the OId Te- 
flament, let us now in the Second and Next Place, take 
the molt particular and impartial Account we poſſibly 
can of what is recorded in the New, and ſee whether 
upon the Change of the Old Miniſtrat ion we can dil- 
cover any Perſon that preſum'd to Act and Officiate 
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in the New Evangelical Miniſtry, without having firſt 
receiv d a Miſſion, as a Neceſſary, Previous, and An- 
tec edent Qualification, to authorize them to be Mi- 
niſters and Preachers of the Goſpel. The firſt I meet 
with is John the Baptiſt, he was the Preparative Voice 
of the Goſpels but before he ſet up for a Preacher of 
Repentance, I find it expreſſly mention'd that he 
was hirſt ordain'd to it, Lzke 1. 15. The next I meer 
with acting a Part in this New Miniſtry is our Savi- 
our himſelf but the Author of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews is politive that he did not intrude himſclt 
into the Prieft's Office, but firſt Cod call'd bim to it, 
Heb. 5. 5. Next after our Saviour are the Twelve 
Apoſtles, and then the Seventy Diſciples 5 but *tis Evi- 
dent, that before any of theſe undertook to Preach 
the Goſpel, they were every one of them Commiſſion d 
by Chritt himſelf, (Luke 10. 9, 10, II.) Afterwards 
we read of the Seven firſt Deacons, of whom it is re- 
corded particularly of St. Stephen, who was one of 
their Number, that be was a Man full of Faith, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, (Acts 6. 5.) yet neither he nor 
any of *the reit did pretend to aſſume their Office, 
which was the loweſt of any in the Church, till the 
Apoſtles had ordain'd them by Prayers, and laying on 
of Hands, (As 6. 6.) 

And whereas mention is made of ſeveral Prophets, 
Teachers, and Evangeliſts, that preached the Goſpel to 
the World, yet 'tis plain that thoſe were admitted 


Preachers, either by Immediate Commithon from our 


Saviour, or by Apoſtolick Ordination, or by an Im- 
mediate Union of the Holy Ghoſt, by which they 
were inſpir'd, particularly with the Gift of Preaching, 
and enabled, without any Study of their own, to 
prove and explain the Doctrines of the Goſpel in all 
Sorts of Languages, as Occaſion require 5 which Gift 
being beſtow d upon them for the Publick Benefit and 


Edification of the Church, the beſtowing it ( with- 
out any other Ordination) was an immediate Miſſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and it was upon this Extraordinary 
Miffion , as it ſeems very probable, that thoſe extra- 
ordinary Offices of Prophets and Evangeliſts were 
founded, both which included Authority to Preactu 


the 
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the Goſpel; and therefore upon Ceſſation of this 
Extraordinary Mifſion thoſe Offices ceas'd immedi- 
ately with it, as depending upon it. And from 
thenceforth, in all Ages of the Church, from the 
Apoſtolical Times to this Day, none were admitted 
to the Office of Preaching, neither in the Greek nor 
Latin Church, but by Ordinary Miſſion and Ordina- 
tion from the Apoſtolate deriv'd to the Biſhops and 
Governors of the Church. For tho there are ſome 
very early Inſtances (reported by Euſebiut) of learned 
Lay men that were admitted to Preach upon ſome 
Emergent Occaſion, and upon Special Licence from 
the Biſhop, yet can there no One Inſtance be pro- 
duc'd of any one that were admitted to the Office of 
Preaching, I fay to the Office of Preaching, becauſe 
there is a vali Difference betwixt Teaching the Gol- 
hel, ex Charitate, and Authoritative vel ex Officio: That 
is, as a Chriſtian Brother, and a Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
For any Man may read the Scriptures, and inſtruct 
his Family, and thoſe he converſes with, and highly 
deſerves Commendation for fo doing; but yet this is 
not what is call'd Preaching the Word of God, which 
always implies in the Language of the Scriptures a 
Commiſſion and Authority: And therefore to conclude 
this Point, to thoſe that will not admit of a Canoni- 
cal and Regular Miſſion, tho' in Fad really and invio- 
lably obſerv'd under the Old and New Teſtament, 
but maintain that all Men, the Laity as well as the 
Clergy, the People as well as the Miniſter, are left at 
Liberty, and every one of them may officiate at their 
Pleaſure. We may ſay with the Apoſtle, ( 1 Cor. 11. 
16.) We have no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of 
God, And to every Intruder we may apply this 
Saying in the Goſpel, Friend, bow cameſt thou in hi- 
ther (Luke 22, 12.) If it be to Preach the Goſpel, 
Cc. Friend, again, tell me with what Authority doſt 
thou theſe Things ? And who gave thee this Authority? 
(Mark 21. 23.) Or in the Words of the Prophet, 
Ibo required this at your Hands ? (Iſa. 1. 22.) 

Thus I have endeavour'd with all the Plainneſs and 
Brevity I could to vindicate the Neceſſity of a Lawful 
Canonical Miſhon of Miniſters and Preachers; it 
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remains now to draw ſome uſeful Inferences from 
what hath been diſcourſed, and ſo conclude. 

Firſt, We ought to bleſs God, that in the Refor- 
mation of our Church from the Corruption of Popery, 
his good Providence hath preſerv'd to us the Anclent 

iſcopal Government, thoſe Primitrve Orders in a due 
Subordination, whereby we are ſecur'd of a Right 
and truly Lawful Miniſtry ; as for thoſe of our Diſ- 
ſenting Brethren, whoſe Conſciences and Underſtand- 
ings are unfortunately miſled by Prejudices, and who, 
out of a Principle of Conſcience, have embrac'd ei- 
ther the Presbyterial or the Popular Miſſion, the ſe 
we ought to pity and compaſſionate for wanting the 
Advantages we enjoy, and exhort them, for their 
own Sakes, and by the Love of Chriſt, that they 
would embrace the Ancient, Primitive, Apoſtolical 
Charch-Government, by returning into the Boſom of the 
eſtabliſh'd Church, where they will find it. 

But as for thoſe crafty, ill-deſigning, notorious 
Church-Republicans, who hide themſelves under 
the pretended Cloak of Moderation, ( for God knows 
the Thing itſelf is wanting, ) that they might the 
better, by their ſecret Workings, undermine, firſt the 
Church, and next the State, and at laſt bring them 
both into Anarchy and Confu ſiun, I confeſs I cannot 
well forbear ſhewirg ſome Warmth and Zeal againſt 
them. Tis true, our Charity ought to be extended 
even to theſe, to their Perſons I mean, but not to 
their Opinions, for Charity ought not in the leaſt to | 
make us remiſs or neglizent in diſcovering their 
miſchievous Plots and Stratagems, and in endeavour- 
ing, as much as in us lyes, to prevent the ill Conſe- 
quences attending them. 

Of all SeFaries our Church is ſurrounded with, 
theſe certainly are the moſt dangerous; other Sectaries 
level their Arguments chiefly againſt the Outward 
and Ceremonial Parts of our Religion, but theſe are 
for - Sapping the very Fundamental ga” 1 of it; as 
for Inſtance, other Sectaries are only offended at ſome 
Titles of our Miniſtry, but theſe at the Office itſelf ; 
others are againſt a Miniſtry eſtabliſh d by an Epiſcopal 
Ordination, but theſe ate againſt the ordaining of any 
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Miniſtry at all; others ſcruple at a Ceremony in bapti- 
zing of Infants, but theſe ſlight the Sacrament itſelf; 
others again forbear the receiving of the Lord's- Supper, 
out of Scruple to ſome Geſture or Ceremony, but theſe 
Night the Ordinance itſelf, as if we might now live 
above and without Ordinances, and which is indeed 
the natural Conſequence of living without an ordain'd 
Miniſtry. | 

Secondly, Becauſe the Church cannot poſſibly ſub- 
ſiſt without an ordain'd Miniſtry, is the Reaſon why 
the Ene wies of Religion have in all Ages made their 
Firſt Attempts upon the Prieſthood ; plainly foreſce- 
ing, that if the Prieſts once be taken out of the Way, 
the People will ſoon become an eaſie Prey to them; 
and this is the Train they have lately laid to blow 
us up; and well may the Church take up Jacob's ſor- 
 rowful Complaint, when Joſeph was loft and gone, 
and Benjamin was to follow, alas, all this is again 
me, And indeed this is a Plot very cunningly laid, 
for could they but ſtrip the Church of her Ordznation, 
the is then robb'd, not only of her Vail and Orna- 
ments, as ſhe was {aid to be in the Book of Canticles, 
C5.7.) but of the Guard and Fence God hath 
granted her for her Safeguard and Security. Wr. 

And here I ſhall take Notice, that our Saviour 
compares his Church to a Vineyard which a Houſchol- 
der Planted, and takes particular Notice that it was 
Hedged round about, (Mat. 2 1. 33.) By this Hedge 
or 9 as I take it, Epiſcopal Ordination is plainly 
intimated, which 15 in truth the beit and the only 
Fence ( belides God's Providence) the Church hath 
wherewith to guard and ſecure heifclf ; which Hence, 
if we ever {utter to be rooted up, and trodden down 
under Foot, we may infallibly expect to fee and 
feel the Miſeries contain'd in Ezechrel's Viſionary 
Roll, Lamentations, Aourning, and Hoe, She hath 
been robb'd of her Dignities and Revenues, and yet 
ſhe hath ſubſiſted and liv'd ; but whenever ſhe is de- 
priv'd of her Holy Orders, there will be then no 
Hopes of Safety left, but the ſad and miſerable Con- 
dition ſhe will then be in you will find pathetically 
delcrib'd in P/z!, 80. 12, 13. Atl they that go by 
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will pluck her Grapes, the wild Boar out of the Fore 
will = it up, and the Beafts of the Fils devour . 
Then agaln, the fearful Prediction of another Prophet 
will be compleated in Relation to the Church, 
bur, and the Pit, and the Snare, are upon thee, ( Iſa. 
14, 17.) and then at laſt it will be in vain, and too 
liz, for her to complain and cry out, my Leanneſ5, m 
lameſs ; Woe unto me, the treacherous Dealers have dealt 
ry treacherouſly, 

Thirdly, and Laſtly, what is ſaid of the Com- 
gandments of the Law, He that offendeth in one Point 
i guilty of all, may very well be applied to the Prin- 
dples of the Goſpels he that denies or renounces one 
fiinciple, denies and renounces them all; for ſuch Is 
their Concatenation, and continued Chain, that he 
that breaks one Link, endangers all the reſt. He that 
rznounceth his Baptiſm, renounceth his Faith, into 
which he was baptized, even the Death and Reſur- 
ccttion of our Saviour fignify'd by it. Let our Re- 
publicans, and all Latitudinariant, therefore conſider 
what they do, and what Hazard they run, in te- 
jeting the Miniſtry by whom they were haptiz d; they 
do not only reject and renounce the Means of Salva- 
tion, and the Izſtraments God hath made Uſe of to 
convey his Do@rine, and the Seal of his Covenant to 
them 3 but if St. Paul may be credited, they renounce 
a Fundamental Principle of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
if the Foundation falls, how can the Building ſtand ? 

Let no Man flatter himſelf, God will moſt certain- 
maintain his own Inſtitutions, and whoever ex- 
jects to be ſav'd any other Way than that which he 
hath appointed, makes himſelf wiſer than God. 
Therefore let me once more heg of our Republicans, 
whoſoever they be, to contider, and ſeriouſly too, 
that Salvation, and a lawful Miniſtry, are ſo inſepa- 
able, and ſo cloſely link'd together, that the former 
ould never have been obtain d without the latter; no 
Finiſtry, no Salvation. Tis the Apoltle's Doctrine, 
that no Man can be ſav'd without Invocation and Prayer, 
nd that no Man can Pray without Faith, and that 
Faith is not to be had without Hearing, nor Hearing 
without a Preacher, nor a Preacher without a Mifton ; 
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ad confeguently, according to the Apoſſle's w 
Suu And the iniirarINs of God, Salvation * 
to be Had without an ordain'd Miniſt ry. Or a true Mi. 
of Preachers. For, how fall. they Call on fim, i 
whom they have not Belreved ? And how ſhall they Be. 
liche ih him, of whom they have not Heard And how ſpal 
they. Hear without 4 Preacher ? And bow ſhall the; 
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